
WHO IS THE FATHER?
Theme Verse
“Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”
— Romans 1:7

When many people hear the word Father, different emotions arise.
Some think of love, protection, guidance, and provision.
Others think of absence, rejection, disappointment, or pain.
Because of human experiences, many people unknowingly project earthly fathers onto God. Some see Him as distant and unconcerned. Others see Him as harsh and always angry. Some imagine Him as merely a cosmic provider whose main purpose is to answer prayers and solve problems.
But who is the Father according to Scripture?
Jesus came not only to save us from sin but also to reveal the Father. In fact, one of Christ's greatest missions was to introduce humanity to the true nature of God the Father.
The Father is not merely the first Person of the Trinity. He is the eternal source of all things, the planner of redemption, the One who loved the world enough to send His Son, and the One who adopts believers into His family.
To know the Father rightly is to be freed from fear, confusion, and many false teachings that distort His character.

KEY SCRIPTURES
Matthew 6:9
"After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."
John 17:25
"O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee."
Ephesians 4:6
"One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."
1 John 3:1
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God."

WHO IS THE FATHER?
The Father is not merely a title.
He is a divine Person.
He is not older than the Son.
He did not come before the Son.
He did not create the Son.
The Father has eternally existed as Father.
Just as the Son has eternally existed as Son.
The Father is fully God.
Everything that makes God, God belongs fully to the Father.

Scriptural Example
Jesus' Relationship with the Father
Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus constantly referred to God as Father.
He taught His disciples to pray:
"Our Father which art in heaven."
The Father was central to Christ's teaching and mission.

THE FATHER IS THE SOURCE OF CREATION
Key Scripture
"Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things..."
— 1 Corinthians 8:6
The Father is presented in Scripture as the source and planner of creation.
Creation originates from Him.
Though the Son and Spirit were active in creation, the Father's will stands behind it.

Scriptural Example
Creation
Genesis 1 reveals God's creative work.
The Father wills creation.
The Son speaks creation into existence.
The Spirit moves over creation.
Even creation displays the harmony of the Trinity.

THE FATHER IS THE AUTHOR OF SALVATION
Key Scripture
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son..."— John 3:16
Salvation begins in the heart of the Father.
The cross was not Jesus convincing an unwilling Father to love sinners.
The Father Himself initiated redemption.
The Son willingly came.
The Spirit applies salvation.

Scriptural Example
The Sending of Christ
Before Bethlehem, before Calvary, before Pentecost, the Father had already planned redemption.
The cross was not Plan B.
It was God's eternal plan.

THE FATHER IS LOVING
Key Scripture
"God is love."— 1 John 4:8
Many believers know God is powerful.
Fewer truly understand that God is loving.
The Father's love is not based on performance.
He loved us while we were sinners.
His love is not weak sentiment.
His love is holy, sacrificial, and faithful.

Scriptural Example
The Prodigal Son
Luke 15
The father in the parable runs to embrace his returning son.
This is one of the clearest pictures Jesus gives of the Father's heart toward repentant sinners.
Notice:
· The son returns broken.
· The father restores him.
· The father celebrates him.
This reflects God's heart toward those who return to Him.

THE FATHER IS HOLY
Key Scripture
"Be ye holy; for I am holy."— 1 Peter 1:16
The Father is loving, but He is also holy.
His holiness means:
· He is morally perfect.
· He is separate from sin.
· He is completely pure.
God's love never compromises His holiness.

Scriptural Example
Isaiah's Vision
Isaiah 6
Isaiah sees the Lord enthroned.
The angels cry:
"Holy, holy, holy."
Isaiah immediately becomes aware of his sinfulness.
True encounters with God produce reverence.

THE FATHER IS JUST
Key Scripture
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"— Genesis 18:25
The Father is not corrupt.
He never accepts bribes.
He never perverts justice.
Every sin will either be judged at the cross or judged in eternity.

Scriptural Example
Noah's Generation
The flood demonstrates God's justice.
God patiently warned humanity.
When judgment came, it was righteous.
The same God who saves is also the God who judges.

THE FATHER IS SOVEREIGN
Key Scripture
"Our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased."— Psalm 115:3
Sovereignty means God rules over all things.
Nothing surprises Him.
Nothing threatens His throne.
Nothing happens outside His knowledge.

Scriptural Example
Joseph
Joseph was betrayed.
Sold into slavery.
Falsely accused.
Imprisoned.
Yet God worked through every event.
Joseph later declared:
"Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good."
— Genesis 50:20
The Father's sovereignty was at work even in suffering.

THE FATHER ADOPTS BELIEVERS
Key Scripture
"Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."— Romans 8:15
One of Christianity's greatest privileges is adoption.
Believers are not merely forgiven criminals.
We become children of God.
The Father welcomes us into His family.

Scriptural Example
The Beloved Disciple
John repeatedly rested in his identity as one loved by Christ.
The early Christians understood themselves primarily as God's children.


THE FATHER PLANNED OUR SALVATION
Key Scripture
"According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world."— Ephesians 1:4
Salvation originated in the Father's eternal plan.

Scriptural Example
The Father sent the Son to redeem humanity.

IS GOD THE FATHER OF ALL PEOPLE?
Or Is He Merely the Creator of All?
This is an important question because many people say:
"We are all God's children."
But is that what the Bible actually teaches?
GOD IS THE CREATOR OF ALL
The Bible clearly teaches that God created every human being.
Acts 17:24–28
Paul tells the Athenians that God made all nations and that:
"In him we live, and move, and have our being."
Malachi 2:10
"Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us?"
In the sense of creation, every human being owes his or her existence to God.
God is the Creator of all humanity.

BUT THE BIBLE DOES NOT SAY EVERYONE IS GOD'S CHILD IN THE SAME WAY
There is a difference between:
God as Creator
and
God as Father
The Bible often uses "Father" in a covenant and relational sense, not merely a biological or creative sense.

JESUS MADE THIS DISTINCTION
John 1:12
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God."
Notice:
People become sons and daughters of God through faith in Christ.
If everyone were already God's child in exactly the same sense, this verse would make little sense.

JESUS SPOKE OF TWO SPIRITUAL FAMILIES
One of the strongest passages is:
John 8:42–44
Jesus told certain religious leaders:
"If God were your Father, ye would love me."
Then He said:
"Ye are of your father the devil."
Jesus was not speaking about physical creation.
He was speaking about spiritual allegiance and relationship.
This shows that not everyone stands in a father-child relationship with God.

FALSE DOCTRINE 
THE ANGRY FATHER VS THE LOVING JESUS
Some teach:
· The Father is harsh.
· Jesus is loving.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is false because
The Father sent the Son because He loved the world.
Jesus perfectly reveals the Father's heart.
There is no conflict within the Trinity.


GOD BLESS YOU FOR READING
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