THE JOURNEY TO THE ¢ROSS
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PASSION WEEK ‘

WHAT YOU NEED 10 KNOW

Passion Week, also called Holy Week, 1s the most sacred

week of the Christian calendar, the final seven days of

Jesus' earthly ministry, beginning with Palm Sunday and
culminating 1n Resurrection Sunday.

It 1s called "Passion Week," from the Latin word passio,
meaning "suffering," because 1t encompasses the intense
journey of Jesus from triumphant entry to cruel
cruclfixion to glorious resurrection.

Each day carries profound significance:

Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus' arrival 1n Jerusalem as the
humble King; Monday and Tuesday record Hlis final teachings
and the cleansing of the temple;

Spy Wednesday marks Judas' betrayal;

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper, where Jesus
washed the disciples' feet and 1nstituted communion.

Good Friday observes His trial, suffering, and death on
the cross;

Holy Saturday 1s a day of silent waliting as His body lay
in the tomb; and

Easter Sunday proclaims the earth-shaking truth: He 1s
risen!

This week 1s the hinge of human history, where sin was
defeated, death was conguered, and salvation was secured
for all who belileve.

To walk through Passion Week 1s to walk from the heights
of human praise to the depths of divine sacrifice and
inally to the empty tomb that changed everything forever.

. JESUS IS LORD!!!
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JESUS TRIUMPHAL ENFRY INTQ JERUSALEM
PALM SUNDAY—THE DAY OF THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

On this day, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9:
"See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey." The crowds welcomed Him with shouts
of "Hosanna!" and laid palm branches and their cloaks on the road, honoring Him as the promised
Messiah (Matthew 21:1-11; John 12:12-16). Yet, within days, many of the same voices would cry out,
"Crucify Him!" The same lips that shouted praise would soon demand His death. Palm Sunday
reveals the fickle nature of human approval and the steadfast purpose of Jesus, who rode toward
Jerusalem knowing the cross awaited.

WHAT WE LEARN
Praise without surrender is shallow. The crowds celebrated Jesus as King but rejected His actual
kingship over their lives.
Jesus came not as a conquering warrior but as a humble servant, ridinc]g a donkey, not a warhorse,
showing that His kingdom is not of this world.
Our devotion to Christ must endure beyond moments of emotional enthusiasm. True discipleship
follows Him not only when the crowds cheer, but also when the path leads to the cross.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY
Examine your heart: do you praise Jesus with your lips while denying Him with your life? Ask God to
align your worship with genuine surrender.
Humble yourself before Him. Just as Jesus entered Jerusalem in humility, choose humility today in
your relationships, decisions, and service.
Lay something at His feet, not palm branches, but your pride, your plans, or your fears. Give Him the
areas of your life you have been holding back.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, You came not demanding a throne, but riding a donkey. Forgive me for the times | have
praised You with my lips while withholding my heart. Hosanna, save me, Lord! | welcome You as my
King, not only today, but every day. Help me to follow You not just in moments of celebration, but all
the way to the cross and beyond. Amen.
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JUDAS NEGOTIATING HIS PRIC
SPY WEDNESDAY—THE DAY OF BETRAYAL

On this day, two contrasting events took place. Judas Iscariot secretly met with the religious
leaders and agreed to betray Jesus for thirty silver coins (Matthew 26:14-16). Meanwhile, in
Bethany, a woman (often identified as Mary of Bethany) poured expensive perfume on Jesus’
head, anointing Him for burial, an act of extravagant love (Matthew 26:6-13). While Judas chose
betrayal, Mary chose to worship.

WHAT WE LEARN
Judas chose greed over loyalty, while the woman gave her best to Jesus. We must
examine our hearts, are we serving God or our desires?

Our hearts constantly face a choice to serve self or Christ. Judas’ greed led to destruction, but
Mary’s devotion was remembered forever.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY

Sacrifice something meaningful for God’s glory today: time, resources, or your pride.
Examine your heart, are there areas where you’ve compromised your loyalty to Jesus?
Give Him your best today, whether in worship,_time, or surrender.

PRAYER

Lord JESUS, reveal any betrayal in my heart. Help me to give You my best, not my leftovers.
Help me to love You like Mary did, Amen.






JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES AT THE LAST SUPPER

MAUNDY THURSDAY—THE LAST SUPPER & SERVANTHOOD

JESUS CHRIST washed His disciples’ feet (John 13:1-17) and instituted Communion (Luke
22:19-20), showing humility and covenant love.
On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus shared the Last Supper with His disciples, instituting
Communion (Luke 22:19-20). Then, in a stunning act of humility, He gave them a new
commandment: “Love one another as | have loved you” (John 13:34).

WHAT WE LEARN
True leadership is servanthood. Jesus calls us to love sacrificially and remember His sacrifice.
True greatness is found in serving others. Jesus didn’t just preach love; He demonstrated it
most practically.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY
Serve someone today humbly, without expecting anything in return.
Who can you serve today? Look for ways to humbly love others, even when it's inconvenient.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, teach me to serve like You. Let me love others as You have loved me.
Lord Jesus, teach me to love like You sacrificially and without pride. Help me serve others as
You served me. Amen.



THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE - JESUS’ AGONY AND SURRENDER

On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane with His disciples.
Overwhelmed with sorrow, He prayed, “Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as |
will, but as You will” (Matthew 26:39). His anguish was so intense that His sweat became like drops of
blood (Luke 22:44). Though He was fully God, He experienced the full weight of human suffering—fear,

loneliness, and the horror of bearing sin.
THE MEANING OF HIS STRUGGLE:
1. He Felt the Cost of Obedience - Jesus, in His humanity, shrank from the suffering ahead, showing that
surrendering to God’s will is not always easy, but it is always right.
2. He Chose the Father’s Will Over His Own — Despite His dread, He submitted completely, proving
perfect obedience (Hebrews 5:8).
3. He Fought Our Battle Before the Cross — His prayer wasn’t just about physical pain but the spiritual
torment of becoming sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

When we face our own "Gethsemane moments," times of fear, suffering, or difficult obedience, we can
follow Jesus’ example:
- Be honest with God (He understands our struggles).
- Pray with surrender (“Not my will, but Yours”).
- Trust the Father’s plan, even when the path is painful.
PRAYER:
Father, in my struggles, teach me to pray like Jesus: raw, honest, and surrendered. Strengthen me to
choose Your will over mine. Amen.”
Gethsemane shows us that true strength is found in surrender. Jesus
salvation at the cross.
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yes” in the garden secured our
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TETELESTAI! YESUS ON THE CROSS FOR US
GOOD FRIDAY—THE SACRIFICE

After a night of trials, beatings, and mockery, Jesus was crucified at Golgotha (John
19:17-30). Darkness covered the land as He bore the weight of humanity’s sin. His
final words, “It is finished,” declared the completion of God’s redemptive plan.

WHAT WE LEARN
Salvation came at the highest cost, the life of the sinless Son of God. We are called to
take up our cross daily (Luke 9:23), dying to self and living for Him.
Salvation costs everything, and we live surrendered to HIM.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY
Reflect deeply on Jesus’ sacrifice.
What sin, habit, or attitude do you need to surrender at the cross?
Repent of sin and surrender fully to Him

PRAYER
Thank You, Jesus, for paying the price for my sins. Help me live in the freedom of Your
sacrifice.
Thank You, Jesus, for dying for me. Help me die to myself and live for You. Amen.



PASSION WEEK

A Journey to the Cross



JESUS TAKING CAPTIVITY4CAPT

HOLY SATURDAY—THE DAY OF SILENCE AND

IVE

WAITING

Jesus’ body lay in the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66). The disciples waited in grief, unaware of
Sunday’s coming victory. Jesus’ body lay in the tomb, sealed and guarded (Matthew
27:62-60). The disciples were heartbroken, believing all hope was lost. They didn’t yet
understand that God was working behind the scenes.

WHAT WE LEARN
Sometimes God’s greatest work happens in silence. Even when we don’t see Him
moving, He is preparing something miraculous. God is working even in silence. Trust
Him in the "Iin-between" seasons.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY

Are you in a season of waiting? Trust that God is still at work, even when you can’t see it.
Wait with hope. Even in darkness, God is preparing resurrection.

PRAYER
Father, when | can’t see Your plan, help me trust You. Prepare me for breakthroughs,
Father; in my waiting, strengthen my faith. Help me trust You in the silence, knowing
that Sunday is coming. Amen.




EASTER SUNDAY - THE RESURRECTION

At dawn, the women went to the tomb and found it empty! An angel declared, “He is not
here; He has risen!” (Matthew 28:5-6). Jesus conquered death, proving His power over
sin and the grave.

WHAT WE LEARN
The good news is that because He lives, we have new life (Romans 6:4). Walk in
victory, not fear.
We have hope, purpose, and eternal life in HIM (Romans 6:4). We are called to live as
resurrection people, bold, joyful, and unashamed of the Gospel.

WHAT WE CAN DO TODAY

Share the Gospel boldly. Live with resurrection power! How can you share the hope of
the Resurrection with someone today? Live in the power of Christ’s victory!

PRAYER
Jesus, you are alive! Fill me with Your power to live and proclaim Your victory.
Jesus, You are alive! Fill me with Your resurrection power and boldness to proclaim
Your victorv. Amen.
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